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The President, very soon after Hay's death, offered the
position of Secretary of State to Elihu Boot, who accepted
it. Writing to Senator Lodge on July 11, 1005, the Presi-
dent said:

"I hesitated a little between Boot and Taft, for Taft as
you know is very close to inc. But as soon aw 1 began seri-
ously to think it over I saw there was really no room for
doubt whatever, because it was not a choice as far as the
Cabinet was concerned between Root and Taft, but a choice
of having both instead of one. I was not at all mire that
Eoot would take it, although from various hints I had re-
ceived I thought the chances at least even. To my great
pleasure he accepted at once and was evidently glad to ac-
cept and to be back in public life and in the Cabinet in such
a position. He will be a tower of strength to xia all 1 not
only hope but believe that he will get on well with the Sen-
ate, and he will at once take a great burden off my mind in
connection with various subjects, such as Santo Domingo
and Venezuela. For a number of months now I have had
to be my own Secretary of State, and while I am very glad
to be it so far as the broad outlines of tlio work are con-
cerned, I of course ought not to have to attend to the
details."

Writing on July 29,1905, to Secretary Taft, who was then
at Manila on a visit, the President gave this an the view
taken by the more hysterical portion of our people of Boot's
appointment:

"Up to the first of July you were the one person in the
popular eye. Then you had started for the Philippines and
Eoot suddenly appeared on the stage, and the great Ameri-
can public, to use a simile from the nursery, dropped its
woolly horse and turned with frantic delight to the new
cloth doll. The more lunatic portion of the press insisted
that I had made a bargain by which Boot was to have the
next Presidency. The fact that to make such a bargain
would show both of us to be not only scoundrels but idiots
was treated as an unimportant detail By the time you